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CraHoBHIIE

OTHOCHO Hay4HaTa AeHHOCT Ha KaHJK/aTa L. ac. A-p AHeTa Bopucaasona JlioGenosa,
3a 33eMaHe Ha aKageMHYHaTa ATbKHOCT ,JloleHT*, B ofnacrra Ha BHcIe obpasoBaHke 6.
ArpapHH HAaykH W BETepHHApPHZ MEJMUMHA, MPOQECcHOHAHO HanpasleHHe 6.2 Pacturenna
3amura (Quronaronorus), obssen B [IB Gp. 45 or 15.05.2026 r., ¢ €AMHCTBEH KaHIMAAT 1. ac.
1-p Aneta Bopucaasosa JIio6enosa, or ArpoGHOMHCTHTYT IP. Codus.

YjieH Ha HAYYHOTO )KYPH: JOLEHT A-p Houko Ieoprues Monues — MIHCTHTYT O 0BOIAPCTBO
—TTnoBauB, onpejeneH 3a 4IeH Ha Hay4HOTO XKYPH CbIJIACHO 3aI10BEA Ne PJ1-161 ot 15.07.2026r.
usnazena ot [Ipeacenarens na CCA npog. au. Credan lanzes.

1. HaykoMeTpHYHH [0KA3aTE/H HA NPEICTABEHATA HAY1HA NPOAYKUHA.

JlokyMeHTall1ATa, NpeACTaBeHa OT M. aCHCTEHT A-p Anera Bopucnasosa Jlio6eHosa,
OTroBaps HambJIHO Ha MUHMMANHMTE HAUMOHAIHW M3HCKBAHWA 32 3a€MaHe Ha aKa/lCMHUYHATa
JUTBXHOCT ,,JoueHT ., Tabnuuara e nonbIHeHa KOPEKTHO CNIPAMO H3MCKBAHUATA 33 npuaoGHBaHe
Ha aKaJeMHM4HaTa JTRKHOCT JoleHT Ha B 3PACPB, u [IpaBuiHuKa 32 pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJCMHUYHHA
cheTaB B CeICKOCTOMAHCKA aKaAeMHsl, KaKTo Clie/iBa:

[pyna A: IlpeacraBeH ¢ aBropedepaT Ha YCNEIHO 3alUTEH AMCEPTALHOHCH TPYA 32
npucbxaane Ha OHC ,,noxrop™ Ha Tema , [IpoyuBane pa3zHooOpa3ueTo Ha PacTUTENHH NaTOre¢HH
oT poa Phytophthora B 3eMeJI€ICKH ¥ TOPCKU €KOCUCTEMH B Bbnrapua®.

I'pyna B.4: B koHkypca 3a akajeMu4HaTa AJTBXHOCT ,JoueHt . ac. A-p Axera
Bopucnasosa JlioGeHoBa yuacTBa ¢ 10 Hayunu myGruKanuy, pedeprpaHi M MHIEKCHPaHH B
Scopus 1 Web of Science, my6ankysanu B: European Journal of Plant Pathology, Annals of Forest
Research, Folia Forestalia Polonica. Series A, Comptes Rendus de L’Academie Bulgare des
Sciences, Journal of Phytopathology, Mycologia, Plants, Physiological and Molecular Plant
Pathology, Agronomy wn Agriculture.

Ipyna I.7: Kanaupgarst npeacraBa 21 HaydHd [yGIMKALWH, OT KOHTO 20 ca B
pedepupann W WHAeKcHpaHu W3nawus. Te ca myOauKyBaHu B Agricultural Science (26p.),
Agricultural Science and Technology (16p.), Journal of Mountain Agriculture on the Balkans
(66p.), Forest Pathology (16p.), Silva Balcanica (16p.), Nauka za Gorata (16p.), Biotechnology
and Biotechnological Equipment (26p.), Scientific Papers. Series B. Horticulture (16p.),
Bulgarian Journal of Agricultural Science (36p.), Forests (26p.) u International Scientific
Conference “Kliment’s Days” (16p.). OT Tsx 19 ca MHAeKCUpaHH B Web of Science All Databases,
a7 — B Scopus. Eaxa nyGnukauus e npuera 3a ny6ankyBaHe B H3aHue, HHACKCHPaHO B Scopus

n Web of Science.
I'pyna I'8: IpeacraseHa e 1 HayuHa nybanKalks B HepedepUpaHo CIIMCaHHE C Hay4yHO

peLieH3MpaHe MM PEJaKTHPaH KOJIEKTHBEH TOM.

KaHIuaaTbT MMa Be CaMOCTOSTEIHH HayuHH myGIMKaLWy, TbPBH aBTOp € Ha 7 CTaTHH,
Ha § € BTOpU aBTOp, TPETH CHABTOP € Ha 3 nyOJHKaLMH 1 Ha €]Ha € YSTBBPTH aBTop.

I'pyna JI: TpeacraBeHaTa oT KaHAWAaTa CIpaBKa 3a LUTHPAHE HA HAYYHHTE TPYNOBE
BKJIOYBA 22 MyONMKALUMK UMTHPAHH B M3JaHus, pedepupaii N HHAEKCHPAHU B CBETOBHH 6asu
JaHHU ¢ HayyHa undopmauusa Scopus u Web of science.




I'pyna E: Kem Tasu rpyna A-p JTro6eHoBa NpejCTaBsA JOKa3aTeNCTBEH MarepHail 33
y4acTHe B M3IIBJIHEHNETO Ha YETHPH HayYHH MPOCKTA.
B 060GilieHye, MPEACTABEHHTE MATEPUANH M TOCTHTHATHTE  Ppe3yiTaTh HaJXBbPAAT

MHUHUMAIHO U3HCKYEMUTE HauMOHAIHW HW3UCKBaHHA 324 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJeMUYHaTa LJIbXKHOCT

»»JJOLIEHT".

2. OCHOBHYM HATIPABJICHHS B H3C/IEIOBATEICKATA JEHHOCT HA KAaHIHAATA H Haii-
BaXKHH HAY1HH NPHHOCH.
HayuHom3ciefioBaTenckata JAeHHOCT Ha  KaHApjata € HACOYEHA OCHOBHO KBM
UTONATONOrUATA, PACTHTENHATA 3allMTa YCTOMYMBOTO YNpaBNeHHE HA PACTHTC/IHUTE H
TFOPCKHTE PecypcH, ¢ akLEHT BBpXY:

e Pa3noobpa3neTo, reHeTMKaTa M pasNpoCTPAHCHUCTO Ha ¢uTONATOTEHHN OOMMUETH,
OCHOBHO OT pofiosete Phytophthora u Pythium,

o WpenTndukauuaTa, NATOreHHOCTTa U KOHTPOJA Ha duTomaTOreHuTe Ype3 ChBPEMEHHH
JAWArHOCTHYHHA METO/IM;

« BsanuMojeiicTBES pacTeHHWe—TaTOTeH M AHArHOCTHKa Ha HOBH 3a60/aBaHUs, KAaKTO M
u3cieBane Ha (GPU3MONOTHYHATE PEAKIMH M YCTOHYMBOCTTA HA pacTeHHATA.

e OueHKa Ha PUTOCAHHTAPHHUA U EKOJOrHYHMUA PHCK H yCTOHYMBOTO yMNpaB/ieH}e Ha arpo-
1 TOPCKHTE EKOCHCTEMH B YCIIOBHUATA HA KTUMATHIHH POMCHH.

+ PaspafoTBane Ha €KOJIOrocboOpasHH CPEAcTsa 3a pacTHTENHA 3aluTa, 6asMpanH Ha
eTepU4HM Macna, PaCTUTENHH EKCTPaKTH, Gronornudy areHtH 1 RNA-uHTephepeHums.

« VscienBaHe Ha GHONOTHYHO AKTHBHH BELLECTBA H MHHEPAJIHOTO XPaHEHE H B/IMSIHUETO UM
BbPXY PacTe)Xa H NpOoyKTHBHOCTTA Ha PACTCHHUATA.

B pesynTaT Ha UANOCTHaTa Hay4yHO — W3/IeJ0BaTe/cKa JIEHHOCT Ha Tl aCHCTEHT A-p AHera
JTlio6eHoBa ca MOCTUTHATH Pe/IMLa NPHHOCH C HayueH M HayUHOTIPHIIOKEH XapaKTep, M10-BaKHHTE
OT KOUTO ca:

L Hay4HH NPHHOCH

1. YcTaHOBEHO € pa3HOO0pa3MeTo W PasnpOCTPAHCHHETO Ha (uTONMAaTOreHHH OOMHLETH OT
ponosete Phytophthora w Pythium B pedHH M KpaiipedHu ekocucTeMd Ha bwirapus,
BKIIOYMTENIHO YETHPH HOBHM 3a OBJrapCcKMTe pekd BHIA Phytophthora. YcraHoseHa €
TXHATa MATOMeHHOCT K'bM OBOIHH, ATOJOMJIOAHH ¥ FOPCKH PacTCHHA. (r.7.1,2,3,4,5;I.7.8
nl.7.9)

2. 3a mbpBY NBT € NPOYYCHO OOMHULETHOTO pasHooGpasie B KpaipeuHHTE eKOCHCTCMH Ha
MckbpckMs TIPONIOM  upe3s  MOpQOJNOrHdHM M MOJeKyIApHH METOAM, Karo ca
MAeRTUOULMPAHH LIeCT BUA. (r.8.21)

3. UpeHTHdUUMpaH U MOJNEKYIAPHO OXapaKTepU3HPaH ¢ Xxubpunuuat Bun Phytophthora %
sansomeand, KaTo ca NoJy4eHH HOBH JJAHHH 32 HEOBUS XUOpUIEH IPOU3XOM ¥ PEHETHYHO
pasHooGpasue. (B.4.6)

4. Jloxazana € e(pEeKTHMBHOCTTA Ha Mop(OMETPHHHHTE METOAM 3a pasrpaHHtaBaHe Ha
OIM3KOPOJCTBEHH BHIOBE Phytophthora, siuountento P. plurivora n P. cryptogea.
(B.4.2)



IL

VCTaHOBEHO € BU/I0BO crelu(pHyHO BIMsAHKE HA pasiniHi BUIOBC Phytophthora BbpXy
hOTOCHHTETHYHATA aKTUBHOCT, CTOMATA/HATA fIPOBOAMMOCT M TPRHCITUPALMATA IpU a0
u xected. (I.7.7)

VcTaHOBEHH ca HOBM 3a buiirapus naroreHd ¥ naToCHCTEMM, BKTIOUMTENHO Phytophthora
pseudocryptogea 1o MAIMHH 1 Botrytis elliptica nio Lilium. (.7.13nT.7.15)

PaswupeHu ca MO3HAHMATA 3@ MATOPEHHHA KOMILICKC npu costa B Bbarapua upes
unenThduuupane Ha Phytophthora sojae, Globisporangium ultimum, Alternaria alternata
u 3a mepBu T Curtobacterium Alaccumfaciens pv. flaccumfaciens. (r.7.18)

VeTaHOBEHO € 3HAYUMOTO BJMAHHME Ha JIMCTHOTO NPHIOKCHHE HA Gop BBpXy reHHara
EKCTIPECHS, PENpOAYKTHBHOTO DAsBUTHE H ceMeHHaTa NPOAYKTHBHOCT Ha 4YepBeHaTa
nerenuna. (B.4.10)

OueHeHa e BUPYJECHTHOCTTa Ha Pa3iMiHA BHA0BC Phytophthora xvM 160 1 OyK, Karo €
YCTAaHOBEH TOTEHLMAIHUAT MM DHCK 32 ropckuTe €KOCHCTEMM M BB3MOXKHOCTTA 34
JIATEHTHO pa3BuTHE 63 BUANMH CUMIITOMH. (B.4.3)

HayuHo-npHI0KHH H MPHI0KHHK NPHHOCH

OLeHeHO € BIMAHUETO Ha yTaHKK OT OTNaXb4HH BOAH KaTO NOYBEH 10A00pHUTEN B TOPCKH
eKOCHCTEMH, KaTo € YCTaHOBEHa HEOOXOMMOCTTa OT npeABapHTE/HA OLECHKA Ha
BB3/eHCTBHETO UM BbPXY KOHKPETHH PaCTHTENIHH BUOBC. (I.7.10)

Paspa6oTeH € GHOTECT 32 OLICHKA Ha pUCKa [P LIMC-TEHHHU KapTo(dH, Kato He ¢ yCTAHOBEHO
OTPULEATENHO BB3JEHCTBUE BbPXY HETAPIeTHH opranusmu. (B.4.4)

AHanu3¥paHd ca OCHOBHHUTE 3aliiaxH 3a nu00BUTE HAacaXAEHUA B YCIOBMATA Ha
KJIMMATHYHH TIPOMEHH, KaTto € noauepraHa HeoOX0AMMOCTTa OT HHTErPUPaH MOHUTOPUHT
3a TaxHOTO onasgane. (I.7.19)

WnenTUUUMpaHH C€a TNEPCNCKTUBHA  PacTHUTEIHN M3TOYHMIIM Ha  TPUPOJHH
GUONECTULMIM 1 € AOKa3aHa akTHBHOCTTA Ha €TEpHUHH Maciia H pacTUTE/HU eKCTPAKTH
cpelLy 3HAYHMH (HTONATOTEHH. (r.7.14;.7.17;B4.7n B.4.9)

OBocHOBaH € MOTEHLMATLT Ha PUPOAHM NMPOLYKTH, MMKPOOPraHH3MH H TEXHOJIOTHH,
xato Trichoderma, eTepuuH¥ Macna M HAHOMHKArCylalus Karo aJITepHATHBU B
YCTOMYMBATA PACTHTENHA 3aLIUTA. (.7.11ul.7.12)

JlokasaHo €, Ye KJICTbYHO-NPOHHUKBALMAT TAT nenTui nopumasa edeKTMBHOCTTAa HA
dsRNA u ynecHsABa HHAYLIMPAHETO HA PHK nHTepdepeHLns, KOeTO OTKPHBA BB3MOKHOCTH
3@ HOBH CTpATErHy 3a PAacTUTE/IHA 3alUTa. (B.4.3)

OnpezeneHa ¢ BUA0BO crienMuuHaTa YyBCTBUTENHOCT Ha Phytophthora xem QyHTMUIMLH,
KOeTO TojioMara n36opa Ha NOAXOAALIM CPEACTBA 33 e(eKTHBEH KOHTPOJ Ha MATOrEHHUTE.
(r.7.1ul.7.5)

3. 3HAYMMOCT Ha MOJy4eHHTe pe3ynTaTH ( HMTHPYeMOCT H pa3no3HaBaeMoCcT Ha
KaHAMAATA B HAYYHHTE CPeIH)

O6uwus Gpoil Ha MPEACTAaBEHUTE B CrpaBkara UMTHpPaHHA Ha HayyHUTE TPYHOBE HA TI.

acuctenT A-p Auera JlioGeHosa e 22, KaTO BCHYKH ca B HAYYHH M3JaHus, pedepupanu
uneKcupany B 6asara JaHHH Scopus 1 Web of science. KanauaaTkara npeicrasa CripaBka 3a
yuacTie B 4 MEXAYHAPOJHH HAyuHH NPOCKTH, B2 OT xouTo ca punancupann ot EC, eanH ot
nporpama ,Hayunn mscieasauus, WHOBalKH W JMrATanM3alus 33 MHTEIWreHTHA



tpancdopmauus” (ITHUAIWT) u ennn ¢unancupan or OrnepaTHBHa nporpama ,Hayka W
ofpazoBaHue 32 HHTEIMIEHTEH PacTex” (OIMTHOMP). YuacTBa 1 B 9 HayuHOU3C/IEOBATEICKH
npoekta kbM CCA. Hayunure pa3pabotku Ha A-p Axera JIio6eHoBa ca NpPH3HATH B HAYYHHTE
Cpe/iM, KOETO C€ NOTBbPXKIABA OT 3HAYUTEITHNUA 6poii LINTUPAHHATA B MEXyHAPOAHM 6a3u NaHHH.

B TO3M CMMCBN, W3CNEfoBaTeiCcKara W MyOJMKalMOHHA JEHHOCT Ha rI. ac. AHeta
JTiobeHOBa MMa BUCOKA HAY4YHA H NPHIIONKHA CTOMHOCT.

4. Kputnunu 6e1exKH, BLIPOCH H NPENOPbKH KM KAHIHAaTa

Hsamam KpUTHYHH G€eKKH W NPENnopbKu KbM KaHaujara!

5. 3akawueHue

Bb3 OCHOBA Ha M3BbDIIEHWS aHaNW3 M OLEHKa Ha HayyHOM3CIeloBaTeiiCcKara H
NpHIOXKHATa AEHHOCT Ha DI ac. I-p Anera Bopucnasopa JlioGeHoBa cuHTaM, Y€ T HANBIHO
orrosaps Ha usucksanusta Ha 3PACPD u Ha I[1paBuHKKA 32 YCIIOBHATA U pelia 32 NpUAOOHBaHE
Ha HayyHH CTEMEeHH M 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaJCMU1HU anexHoctd B CCA. JlaBaM 10JIOXKHTETHA
OlleHKA Ha WUIOCTHATa JefiHocT Ha A-p JlioGeHoBa n ybeneHo npenopbysaM Aa Obzie u3bpaHa
HA3HAYEHA HA AKAJIEMUYHATA JTBKHOCT ,,JOLEHT B 06/1aCT Ha BHCIIIE 00Pa30BaHNe 6. ,,ArpapHu
HayKu UM BETCpUHapHa MeJULMHa®, MpodeCHOHaIHO HanpaBicHHe 6.2 ,PacTurenHa 3alura’,
HayyHa CMeUMAaHOCT ,,PacTHTeIHa 3aHT (Putonaronorus)®.

Jlata: 17.08.2026r.
rp. [Inosaus
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Opinion

regarding the scientific activity of Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Aneta Borislavova
Lyubenova, candidate for the academic position of Associate Professor, in the field of higher
education 6. Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine, professional field 6.2 Plant Protection
(Phytopathology), announced in the State Gazette, Issue No. 45 of 15 May 2026, with the sole
candidate being Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Aneta Borislavova Lyubenova from the
Agrobioinstitute, Sofia.

Member of the Scientific Jury: Associate Professor Dr. Yonko Georgiev Yonchev — Fruit
Growing Institute, Plovdiv, appointed as a member of the Scientific Jury pursuant to Order No.
RD-161 of 15 July 2026, issued by the Chairman of the Agricultural Academy, Prof. DSc Stefan

Gandev.

1. Scientometric indicators of the submitted scientific output

The documentation submitted by Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Aneta Borislavova
Lyubenova fully complies with the minimum national requirements for holding the academic
position of Associate Professor. The table has been completed correctly in accordance with the
requirements for obtaining the academic position of Associate Professor under the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and the Regulations
for the Development of the Academic Staff at the Agricultural Academy, as follows:

Group A: An abstract of a successfully defended doctoral dissertation submitted for the
award of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” (PhD) is presented, entitled “Study of the
Diversity of Plant Pathogens of the Genus Phytophthora in Agricultural and Forest Ecosystems in
Bulgaria.”

Group B.4: In the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor, Chief
Assistant Professor Dr. Aneta Borislavova Lyubenova participates with 10 scientific publications
refereed and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science, published in: European Journal of Plant
Pathology, Annals of Forest Research, Folia Forestalia Polonica. Series A, Comptes Rendus de
L’Academie Bulgare des Sciences, Journal of Phytopathology, Mycologia, Plants, Physiological
and Molecular Plant Pathology, Agronomy, and Agriculture.

Group G.7: The candidate presents 21 scientific publications, 20 of which have been
published in refereed and indexed journals. They were published in Agricultural Science (2),
Agricultural Science and Technology (1), Journal of Mountain Agriculture on the Balkans (6),
Forest Pathology (1), Silva Balcanica (1), Nauka za Gorata (1), Biotechnology and
Biotechnological Equipment (2), Scientific Papers. Series B. Horticulture (1), Bulgarian Journal
of Agricultural Science (3), Forests (2), and the International Scientific Conference “Kliment’s
Days” (1). Of these, 19 are indexed in Web of Science — All Databases, and 7 in Scopus. One
publication has been accepted for publication in a journal indexed in Scopus and Web of Science.

Group G.8: One scientific publication has been presented in a non-refereed journal with
peer review or in an edited collective volume.

The candidate has two single-author scientific publications; she is the first author of 7
articles, the second author of 8, the third co-author of 3 publications, and the fourth author of one

publication.



Group D: The citation report submitted by the candidate includes 22 publications cited in
journals and publications refereed and indexed in the international scientific information databases
Scopus and Web of Science.

Group E: For this group, Dr. Lyubenova has submitted supporting documentation
demonstrating her participation in the implementation of four scientific research projects.

In summary, the submitted materials and the results achieved exceed the minimum national
requirements for holding the academic position of “Associate Professor.”

. Main Areas of the Candidate’s Research Activity and Major Scientific Contributions

The candidate’s research activity is primarily focused on phytopathology, plant protection, and
the sustainable management of plant and forest resources, with an emphasis on:

« The diversity, genetics, and distribution of phytopathogenic oomycetes, primarily from the
genera Phytophthora and Pythium;

o The identification, pathogenicity, and control of phytopathogens using modern diagnostic
methods;

+ Plant-pathogen interactions and the diagnosis of emerging diseases, as well as the study of
physiological responses and plant resistance;

« Assessment of phytosanitary and environmental risks and the sustainable management of
agricultural and forest ecosystems under conditions of climate change;

« Development of environmentally friendly plant protection products based on essential oils,
plant extracts, biological agents, and RNA interference;

« Study of biologically active substances and mineral nutrition, and their effects on plant

growth and productivity.

As a result of the overall research activity of Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Aneta Lyubenova,
a number of scientific and applied scientific contributions have been achieved, the most important
of which are:

1. Scientific Contributions

1. The diversity and distribution of phytopathogenic comycetes of the genera Phytophthora
and Pythium in river and riparian ecosystems in Bulgaria have been established, including
four Phytophthora species newly recorded in Bulgarian rivers. Their pathogenicity to fruit
crops, berry crops, and forest plants has also been established. (G.7.1,2,3,4,5; G.7.8 and
G.7.9)

2. For the first time, the comycete diversity in the riparian ecosystems of the Iskar Gorge was
investigated using morphological and molecular methods, resulting in the identification of
six species. (G.8.21)

3. The hybrid species Phyfophthora * sansomeana has been identified and molecularly
characterized, providing new data on its hybrid origin and genetic diversity. (B.4.6)

4. The effectiveness of morphometric methods for distinguishing closely related
Phytophthora species, including P. plurivora and P cryptogea, has been demonstrated.
(B.4.2)

5. Species-specific effects of different Phytophthora species on photosynthetic activity,
stomatal conductance, and transpiration in oak and chestnut have been established. (G.7.7)



6. Pathogens and pathosystems newly recorded in Bulgaria have been identified, including
Phytophthora pseudocryptogea on raspberry and Botrytis elliptica on Lilium. (G.7.13 and
G.7.15)

7. Knowledge of the pathogen complex affecting soybean in Bulgaria has been expanded
through the identification of Phytophthora sojae, Globisporangium ultimum, Alternaria
alternata, and, for the first time, Curtobacterium Aaccumfaciens pv. flaccumfaciens.
(G.7.18)

8. The significant effect of foliar boron application on gene expression, reproductive
development, and seed productivity in red clover has been established. (B.4.10)

9. The virulence of different Phyfophthora species toward oak and beech has been assessed,
revealing their potential risk to forest ecosystems and their ability to develop latently
without visible symptoms. (B.4.3)

II. Scientific and Applied Contributions

1. The effect of wastewater sludge as a soil amendment in forest ecosystems has been
assessed, demonstrating the need for a preliminary evaluation of its impact on specific plant
species. (G.7.10)

2. A bioassay for assessing the risk associated with cisgenic potatoes has been developed,
with no adverse effects on non-target organisms detected. (B.4.4)

3. The major threats to oak stands under climate change conditions have been analyzed,
highlighting the need for integrated monitoring to ensure their protection. (G.7.19)

4. Promising plant sources of natural biopesticides have been identified, and the activity of
essential oils and plant extracts against important phytopathogens has been demonstrated.
(G.7.14; G.7.17; B.4.7 and B.4.9)

5. The potential of natural products, microorganisms, and technologies such as Trichoderma,
essential oils, and nanoencapsulation as alternatives for sustainable plant protection has
been substantiated. (G.7.11 and G.7.12)

6. It has been demonstrated that the cell-penetrating TAT peptide enhances the efficiency of
dsRNA and facilitates the induction of RNA interference, opening up opportunities for the
development of novel plant protection strategies. (B.4.8)

7. The species-specific sensitivity of Phytophthora to fungicides has been determined,
supporting the selection of appropriate products for effective pathogen control. (G.7.1 and
G.7.5)

3. Significance of the Results Obtained (Citation Impact and Recognition of the Candidate

within the Scientific Community)

The total number of citations of the scientific publications of Chief Assistant Professor Dr.
Aneta Lyubenova listed in the submitted citation report is 22, all of which are in scientific
publications refereed and indexed in the Scopus and Web of Science databases.

The candidate has provided documentation of her participation in 4 international scientific
projects, two of which were funded by the European Union, one by the Research, Innovation and
Digitalisation for Smart Transformation Programme (RIDSTP), and one funded under the
Operational Programme ‘“Science and Education for Smart Growth” (OPSESG). She has also
participated in 9 research projects at the Agricultural Academy.

The scientific work of Dr. Aneta Lyubenova has been recognized within the scientific
community, as evidenced by the significant number of citations in international scientific



databases. In this regard, the research and publication activities of Chief Assistant Professor Aneta
Lyubenova are of high scientific and practical value.

4. Critical Remarks, Questions, and Recommendations to the Candidate
I have no critical remarks or recommendations concerning the candidate.

5. Conclusion

Based on the analysis and evaluation of the research and applied activities of Chief
Assistant Professor Dr. Aneta Borislavova Lyubenova, 1 consider that she fully meets the
requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria
(LDASRB) and the Regulations on the Conditions and Procedure for the Acquisition of Scientific
Degrees and for Occupying Academic Positions at the Agricultural Academy (AA). 1 give a
positive evaluation of Dr. Lyubenova’s overall activities and strongly recommend that she be
elected and appointed to the academic position of Associate Professor in the field of higher
education 6. “Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine,” professional field 6.2 “Plant
Protection,” scientific specialty “Plant Protection (Phytopathology).”
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